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Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd January writes: 
ee : is The real object of Government in undertaking 
The Tibet Mission. the Tibet Mission is enveloped in mystery. Re- 
cently Sir Henry Cotton has thrown much light on 


the subject. We fail to appreciate the utility of this unjust expedition. T 
ae say that Government is sending troops into Tibet to prevent 


Russians from taking possession of the country. But a little reflection will 
2 that this is a 4 which must be the result of the wild fancies of 
terror-oppressed brains. Even if it be the object of Russia to approach nearer 
and nearer to India, it is plain that the inaccessible heights and the mountainous 
regions through which the route to Tibet is known to lie, cannot fail to make 
that object difficult of attainment. It looks very awkward indeed that the fear 
lest Russia shoald come, has made us already begin the chase, Indeed, we are 
constrained to say that in sending troops to Tibet, Lord Curzon has acted most 
injudiciously. 1 it be the object of Government to annex Tibet to the British 
Empire, then we have nothing to say. But if, as given out by Government, the 
object be to settle commercial difficulties with Tibet, it would have served the 

urpose of Government better if, instead of making the cost of the Mission press 

eavily on the already too much taxed le of India, the authorities had 
acted on the lines laid down by Lord Lan 
past. The Government of Lord Lansdowne quite ignored the Dalai Llama 
when the proposal of a settlement was made. But the Government of Lord 
Curzon now proposes to discuss with him the question whether the terms of the 
settlement have been observed or not. There isin this something which we 
Indians do not and cannot understand. 


2. The Ranga la Ln of the 24th January has the following: — 
é . - Though the Tibet Expedition has not yet cost 
The Tibet Mission. == any human lives, it has already caused the death 
5 of a very large number of seid. Bullocks, yaks, 
buffaloes, sheep, horses, and mules of the transport service have died, are dying, 
and will die without number. What the English wish is that they should be 
able to kill men and make a.conquest. But if men die in the same proportion as 
animals are dying, will not that exceed all calculation? It is rumoured that 
the Liamas are prepared for a war, and that the English have to take escorts 
with them when going out of their jurisdiction. We expect therefore to see a 
small war in connection with this Tibetan imbroglio. As for the coat of the 
undertaking, considering the large amount of money which has had glready 


to be spent, it is clear that Englishmen will bave to spend no end of money to 


conquer Tibet, Let us see how the affair ends. 


II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. | 


(a)—Poltee. 2 


3. The Pripura Hitais ii nee of the 19th January writes that Cabuli 
e Clothing to the iahabitauts, hay Soll ther slog 
ine comes forthe realintion ofthe money, they ant, forse aad soma 
from the oppressions of the Gabulis. — * to.sere hem 


4. The Medini Bandhav LMidpapore) of the 20th January sa that the 


prevalence of in the.Midnapore district h 
ponnft and dacoity in the Midns- had the effect of increasing the W of cases of 


theft and ducoity init. ‘Thefts and dacoities are 


* 


rife in Malancha and the 


while in Pichholda, Kasimpur, Kulup, Kakara, Digbagholda, Dhanda 

i | ida, Kasi! „K Kakara | and otber 
vlogs under the Nandigram and 8 t — the budmashes: commit 
= 2 daily ha vos on the paddy stacks gathered and heaped on embankments 
2 purpose of drying em. In Narayangarh also, crime is still prevalent. 


a 2 * , 


owne on a similar occasion in the 


Mnnim Bana, 


neighbouring villages under the Khargapur thana, 
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for salaams, When he happens to come out on 
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5. A correspondent of the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 21st January ea 

* ttmat a toddy-shop recently opened on the Nayetee 
A toddy-shop in Bankipore road in Bankipore town has me a source of 
coe great nuisance to the respectable inhabitants of the 
locality. The shop was, it is said, sanctioned twent 1. ago, but so long it 

was located in an obscure corner of Nayatola. only knows why. it 
been taken out of that obscurity and placed before respectable poopie, wounding 
their religious feelings. The wanton 2 of drunken ruffians has turned the 
whole neighbourhood into a veritable hell. It was at this place that plague 
made its first a nce in the town last year. And during the last 12 months 
its filthiness has greatly increased. The attention of the authorities is drawn 

to the matter. yee : 

6. The Hitavadi [Cal outta of the 22nd January writes that the numbe 
: of blind and disabled beggars is daily becomin 

core, besarte on the streets of larger in the crowded streets of Calcutta. Ex 
eres to the sun, the cold and rain, they are compelled 
to beg to keep body and soul together. Is it not the duty of Government to 
afford relief to these helpless people? Can Government do nothing for them? 
7. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd January draws the attention of 
ee ia Government to three cases of river-dacoity in quick 
Three cases of river-dacoity. zuccession. The first case occurred at the ginning 
of December lest near the Kotranga Chur, One Sridhar Jasu, a boatman, 
while returning with his boat from Salkia to his native village, Halara-dabadi, 
was robbed of cash and cloths by Hindustani dacoits who came in a boat, at 
about 8-30 p.m. The second occurred towards the end of December last on the 
river Hooghly near Serampur. One Gopal Manna, while conveying jute in a 
boat from Sheoraphuli to Kasipur, was set upon by dacoits and robbed of a part 
of the jute worth Rs. 260. The third case occurred on the 16th January at the 
Telinipara Ghat. One Dwijabar was conveying jute in his boat from 
Sheoraphuli to Telinipara. ‘Lhe dacoits carried away jute worth Rs. 140. 


(- Working of the Ovuris. 


8. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 21st January * — 25 
1 1 3 — * L succeed Dr. 
she nes eee. ustice Guru Dus Banerji in the High Court. But 
Kann. who. will take the —— Messrs. Justice Hill and 
Justice Stevens who are going to retire in March next? Cannot at least one of 
the places be filled up by an able and talented native Barrister-at-Law? But 
it is perhaps madness to hope that such will be the case in the faco of Lord 
Curzon’s wonted partiality for white men, | 


9. The same paper takes exception to the rules, published in the Caleutia 
3 , ee Ss Gazette of ig January last, regarding the 
ymens of traveling expenses payment by Government of the expenses of 
SS complainants and witnesses attending the Criminal 


Courts. We seriously object, says the writer, to the frequent use of the word 


% native ” in the rules. We hate those who call us by that contemptuous term. 
We shall heartily thank Sir Andrew Fraser if he forbids the use of the term in 
official papers, His Honour is a pious follower of Christ, who preached the 
religion of equality to the world. It is this which emboldens us to make the 
suggestion to him. Again, the rules teem with indications of partiality towards 
Europeans, Every European, however low in rank, will travel second class. 


Many Bengalis have Europeans as their servants and coachmen, so that if both 


master and servant are called to appear before a Criminal Court they will both 

travel in the same class. What a humiliation! How long will Indians suffer 

such humiliation? We want to seea different order of things under Sir Andrew 
Fraser’s righteous rule. ree ie 

10. The Hitaradi [Calcutta] of the 22nd January writes: 

5 certain Bengali De in the 

„ Burdwan district is said to have brought himself to 

a humiliating position by his too much fondness 

he : road, he calls upon the 

passers-by to salaam him, If any person disobeys him, the kusoor does not 
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hesitate to order his constable to beat and insult him for his disobedience. One 
day a Muhammadan youth refused to salaam the Deputy Magistrate, and on 
the latter’s threatening to flog the youth for his lack of courtesy he flatly told 
him that he would repay the. fogging with interest. As to the other character- 
istics of the Deputy istrate, he attends his Court after 5 P. u., and remains 
there till S or 9 P.M. This worthy Deputy Magistrate certainly needs a sharp 
awakening by the authorities. . ee 
11. The same paper remarks that whatever might have been the real 
i 8 object of Government in appointing a Civilian as 
Ma 2 Presidency Chief Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, it is a fact 
eas that since the advent of Mr. Weston in the Police 
Court, there has been a revolution in the old methods of administering criminal 
justice in that Court. If the police send up a man under the bad-livelihond 
section, and if the man 1 to be a dagi (an old convict), the Magistrate 
doos not wait for any other evidence against him. It is said that he cross- 
examines the accused. In the Annual Administration Report of the Calcutta 
Police, it is stated that a large percentage of the accused in police cases escaped 
punishment. Is it with the object of securing alarger number of convictions in 
police cases that Mr. Weston has been appointed? However that may be, the 
Calcutta Police Court is a different place from muffassal Courts, and here at 
least it is undesirable that such irregularities as those of Mr. Weston should be 
allowed to continue. ) ) : | : 


(d) — Education, 


12. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya- o- Ananda Bazar Patrita [Calcutta] of the 

| „5 20ꝗh January writes that although Lord Curzon has 
„Ata scholarships for technical provided a few scholarships for the technical educa- 

ucation. ° : . ° ° 

ee tion of Indian youths in Europe and America, His 
Excellency has excluded agriculture from the list of subjects which the scholar- 
ship-holders will be required to study. This is quite inexplicable. A few years 
ago the Bengal Government instituted some scholarships for promoting agrical- 
tural education. But these were afterwards abolished. It is agriculture that 
can do the greatest good to India. Government proposes to lay special stress 


on mining. But in the interests of India, agriculture should not be lost 


sight of. 


13. A correspondent writing to the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the lst 
_ January remarks that the expression Education 
Subs mction of teachers in the Department” is a misnomer. Here the lower 

ee teachers, upon whom depends the future of thousands 
of boys, have little or no prospect of improvement. It is the clerks upon whom 


HIrav abt, 
Jan. 22nd, 1904. 


Sni Sri Viaanu 
Paiva-0- 
ArwaNosa Raman 
PaTRIxKA, 


Jau. 20th, 1904. 


BSARJIVANI, . 
Jan. tt, 1904, 


all the emoluments of the Department are showered. The Head Clerks of the 


nine Divisions, including the Presidency Division, are men whose education does 


not extend beyond the Entrance standard. Most of them are the relatives and 


friends of influential clerks of the office of the Director. From the published | 


list of ungraded officers of the Subordinate Education Department, it appears 
how rapid is the promotion of the clerks. It will be seen that a teacher, who is 
a failed B. A. or a B. A., appointed on Rs. 25, gets no increment in 12 years; 
while a clerk appointed on Es. 15, who has read up to the fifth class, or at most 
has passed the Entrance examination, gets at least Rs. 75 in the same time. 
If any teacher applies to the Director for promotion, he is told that he must 
wait till his turn comes. But alas! that turn comes very seldom. How 


powerful the clerks of the Director’s office are! Those who happen to be in 


their good graces, get promotion. Mr. Peake, the Assistant Director of Public 
Instruction, when he was an Inspector of Schools, once told a graduate Head 
Master,“ Babu, go to the Babus of the Directors office.” Will Mr. Pedler and 
Mr. Peake do nothing to remove the injustice to the teachers? N 
14. Referring to the proposed establishment of a Wards’ Institution in 
Bengal, the same paper writes as follows: 

Those who are aware of the pernicious effects 
rag Which wards’ institutions are capable of producing 
will neyer accede to the proposal. Zamindari business would, it is said, be taught 
in the proposed institution; but knowledge of tbat business can be easily 
acquired by cho ions of zamindar families after they have received a good 


The proposed establishment of 
a Wards’; fastitution in Bengal. — 
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general education in public schools and colleges. 


so desirous of making different arran 
officials do not like the idea of anybody receiving education on any independent 
system. 


man 
we of the country. 


The writer has always ex 
will not long remain unknown to His Excellency. 


Ar- Sanskrit College Professor- Sanskrit Coll 


and one for Smriti. We are glad to 
has been appointed Professor of Nya 

Pandit Banamali Chakravarti has 3 
and Pandit Rajendra Nath — 
many 


ae 5 pr 
Chandra and 


er Colleges from Dao 
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r brethren of poorer classes, their field of 
ere of usefalness will de tly narrowed. | : 
sristocracy are educated in iblic institutions. 


in India? The 


15. The Mahima [Calcutta] of the 22nd January writes : — 


proposed establishment of 4, 4 the i * of S : 
The establi _ ch for m vement the in ous arts 
teckmical schools. = and industries, This his is a move in the right direc- 
tion and we heartily thank Government for it. The proposal is also one of the 


Lord Curzon has n of his — to promote the real 
16. The Bankura Darpan C Bankura } of the 23rd Jan thanks Lord 
Curzon for the establishment of industrial. scholar. 

ee ships which will do an immense good to the country, 
his belief that the real needs of the country 


proofs whic 


17, The Howrah Hitaishi {Howrah} of the 24rd January writes: — 
To the — Professorships created in the 
„Calcutta, three Professors have 
in 298 for Nyaya, one for Vadanta 
dthat Pandit Prasanna Kumar Tarkanidhi 
But we are astounded to hear that 
inted Professor of Vedunta, 
rofessor of Smriti. There * 
mysteries connected with these appointments which we pro 
e We shall show how the Chair of Cowell, nee fiom 
Mahee Chandra is being disgraced. 

18. The Dacea Gazette [Dacca] of the 25th January is very sorry * hear 
. that he Dacca College, the is vy ‘College, and 
i removal of the the Asanulla School of Engineering are going to be 
removed to a far removed from the Dacca 
| town. This is a grave misfortune. It must be 
said that Government is too hasty in making this arrangement, and it is to be 
regretted that the people are not being consulted on such an important 
question. 


oi been ap 


The 


(e) Local Sey Goverment and Municipat Administration. 


19. The Biba e of the 19th January says that on account of the 

blocking of the jail khal in Barisal the water of 

12 Arier. inet the Barisal the . — tank and of the tanks in Katpatti in the 

g town has been made foul and un wholesome. The 

jail authorities are determined not to take the slightest notice of the inconveni- 

ence of the local public. But what is the local Municipality doing? Is there 
none in the town to institute a complaint against it in the matter ? 

20. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Anands Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

8 20th January writes that the introduction of septic 

8 LX Anke nf by tanks at the Rishra Gunn hey deal has filled the 


Bali mills. inhabitants with alarm. pose soon to 
memorialise the Government, A the 
pollution of the holy water of the Hooghly by the sa 5 the se — tanks. 


The polluted water from a certain mill at Bali is thrown into a 3 and 

ually flows into the Hoogly. That this practice endangers the public 

th is admitted by all men. Bat Government is indifferent to 3 matters 
because the owners of these factories and mills happen to be Europeans, 

21. The Hinds Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 25th January hopes that the 

The Caloatts Municipality. Calcutta. Municipality will very soon take action 

upon the representation submitted to it by the 

Marwaris of Barabazar. Some prompt measures ought to be taken to remove 

all dirt and filth from the streets of that quarter of the town err: 


“ 
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The present condition of Barabasar is only too well calculated to help the 

spread of 8 diseases. : 5 ey „ Lives tha 
99, The Nthar [Contai] of the 20th sen Mle pec that there is not 

25 even one vaccinator in Contai town at this time when 

Want of mall · por vaccinators in gmall- pon prevails in Mandharchak and Bhagaban- 
9 pur, two of the wards of the town. A vaccinator 
can be got on Rs. 10 per month. There should be one or two vaccinators in 
the town in the small-pox season. | ited A ney ag 4 


O- Railways and communications, including canal and irrigation. 


23. The Tripura Hitaishi [Comilla} of the 19th January complains that 
| the train timed to arrive at the Comilla station at 
I 11 a.m; is frequently late. The result is that 
passengers for Dacca, Munshiganj, Narayanganj, Mymensingh and other 
places are unable to catch the rage Pag and are detained at th e Luxam 
Junction. This causes great hardship and loss to them. The litigants, 
especially, are seriously inconvenienced, Nowhere are such irregularities 
witnessed as on the Assam-Bengal Railway. Complaints to the railway 
authorities are useless. The attention of the Traffio Manager is drawn to the 
matter. | 5 
24. The new timing of the trains, writes the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
22nd January, has caused great inconvenience to 


A railway inconvenience. 


week days except Saturday, three trains start from Sealdah in the afternoon 


Nax, 
Jan. 26th, 1904. 


Tripona HiTarsH, 
Jan. 19th, 1904. 


HiTAvaDI; 
Jan. 22nd, 1904. P 


gers on the Bengal Central Railway. On all. 


from 2 P.M. to evening; but on Saturday only two trains leave that station. 


This arrangement causes 


reat inconvenience to passengers going home every 
Saturday. On Saturda 


e rush of passengers is naturally. great, and it is 


strange that the Bengal Central Railway authorities, unmindful of the con- 


venience of their passengers, have thought it fit to diminish the number of 
trains on that particular day. It is to be hoped that better arrangeménts will 
soon be made. ) | 


25. The same paper publishes the following from correspondents :— 
(1) On the 10th January, the station master of the 
_ Madhyamgram station of the Bengal Central Rail- 
way, being requested by a third-class passenger to order the carriage door to 
be opened, paid no heed to his request. „ 
(2) On the 12th January, Babu Surendra Nath Singha, of Ramchandrapur, 
arriving at the Hooghly Ghat station on the East Indian Railway, when the 


Railway complaints. 


HiITAVADI. 


train was already in sight, had no time to purchase a ticket. He therefore 


entered into the train with the permission of the 2 (No. 38) who on arriv- 
ing at Hooghly, advised the ticket-collector, Babu K. Mukherji, to charge excess 
fare from him. He was thus compelled. to pay double fare for his journey from 
3 3 Ghat station to Hooghly. The excess-fare receipt number was 
26. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 23rd January complains that 
the Government toll-collectors frequently oppress 
eee boatmen in various ways. The manjhis must give 
oS . the toll-collectors a portion of all the articles, such 
as rice, fire-wood, fish, salt, ghee, molasses, that they may carry in their boats; 
otherwise they are put to much trouble and are sometimes beaten. On the 12th 
January, a manjhi, named Sanyasi, paid four annas to the Garia toll-office as his 
toll and came to Kalighat with his boat. He returned on the 14th and was 
therefore one day late. The toll-collectors told him falsely that he was late for 
four days and demanded eight annas from him, Some gentlemen then 


A complaint against Government 


- Howgrag Hiraisuy, 
Jan, 23rd, 1904. 


examined the receipt granted by the toll-collectors and explained that the 


manjht was liable to pay only two annas, the charge for one day. Thus was the 
man saved from being cheated by the toll- collectors. These statements can be 
proved by evidence, if necessary. | ia 


27. The Nibar [ Contai] of the 26th January says that the Contai line 
The Conlel das _ steamer does not stop at Contai, although passengers 
" are booked forthe place. On the 19th January last, 
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gan station, 6 miles from Contai. On the following 
to Contai with a boat to take ps 
the boat would start at 1 MM. But afterwards those Err who came at 12 
found that the boat had already started. They had , 
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the serang of the steamer compelled ali Contai passen to land at the Masa. 
On the y & steamer officer came 
passengers for Calcutta to Masagan, and said that 


1 then to hurty towards 
Kalinagar on bullock-arts. The following suggestions are made to the Calontts 


Steam Navigation Company, the owners of the line, in the interests of the 
Company and the public alike :— e ve 
(1) The steamer should run directly up to Contai. At Contai passengers 
can be booked for Balasore. 


(2) There should be telegraphic communication between Contai and 
: Nalkul, each station wiring to the other the starting time of the 
steamer. . 
(3) Arrangements should be made for carrying goods. 


(A) — General! 

28. The Fariopur Hitaishini [ Faridpur] of the 30th December last is 

| | informed that it is in contemplation to abolish the 
p Assessment of the income: tur in income-tax assessorship from March next and to 
1 entrust the police with the assessment and realization 

of the income-tax. The writer apprehends that this arrangement will cause the 
greatest injustice to and oppression upon the people. The following is a list of 
unjust assessments of income-tax in the Faridpur district :— 


Name and ad dress. 


Biharilal Saha, Unshia, thana Kotalipara 


1 
2. Rajani Kanta Saha, Kotalipara pas 0 
3. Nagarbasi Saha, Kotalipara ‘as 5 10 20 
4. Harachandra Saha, Amtali, thana Kotalipara sai 15 20 
5. Baradakanta Saha, Batikamari, thana Muksudpu ... 15 20 
6. Sarat Chandra Majumdar, Bajitpur _... ee 
7. Mohendra Narayan Ghosh, Secretary, Faridpur Joint 
Stock Oompany ae 5 ee 10 20 
8, Suryyakumar and Sudhanya Kumar Mitra Company 10 20 
9. Srinath Bhattach: — Kotalipara so 05 15 20 
10. Srinath Hore, Muk 14 — ie sii 15 20 
11. Fajil Molla, Tarail, thana Mukeudpur ... 55 10 20 


12. Pratap Chandra Samaj pati, Mukhtar, Faridpur __... 15 50 
13. Kshettranath Majumdar, Mustabpur, thana Madari- 


pur <a a oan 0 20 
14. Haran Chandra Nath, Mustabpur, thana Madaripur 10 20 
15. Madan Mohan Karmakar ... a „% 20 


The injustice of the assessments will appear from the fact that although 
trustworthy accounts were produced by the Faridpur Loan Office, the Faridpur 
Joint Stock Company, and other respectable firms, they have all been dis- 
believed by Babu Giris Chandra Sarkar, the Income-tax Deputy, Collector, and 
the taxes have been increased. | | | 


29. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 11th January has the following 
The proposed territorial changes. in its English columns:— | 


Now we proceed to the consideration of one of the most serious aspects 
of the question, The tea-planters and other European adventurers in Assam 
678 have been custing longi g eyes upon “the oil wells of Digboi and 

akum and the coal mines of Margharita”) are apparently agreed with the 
Assam-Rengal cog pe certain points, ¢g., that Chi 
be made a port and a splendid port, and that special facilities should be 
provided for the carriage of mercantile goods by the said railway. Now, 
these objects cannot be achieved without heavy expenditure, and the Govern- 
ment of Bengul, which is not without its financial difficulties, refuses to spend 
the requisite amount. Hence the necessity for separating the Chittagong 


Bas 


ttagong must 


1 
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Division, through which lies the lower section of the said railwuy line, from 
Bengal. If this change be effected, then the greater part of the heavy 
revenue yielded by the Division will be diverted to the ‘accomplishment of 
these objects, and the tea-planters and the railway promoters being all- 
powerful in the Assam Administration, the clamour of the unfortunate people 
of these areas, who will naturally resent the diversion of the revenues paid 
by them from their legitimate objects, will be utterly disregarded by that 
Government, This is a consummation devoutly desired by them for a long 
time. But it has 28 appeared upon further calculation that even the 
revenue yielded by the Chittagong Division is not sufficient for these purposes 
and therefore the revenue of Dacca and M og N must be put into 
requisition. Hence the astounding proposal to lop off a and Mymenpsingh 
also from Bengal. We have no doubt that these are the considerations which 
have chiefly influenced the decision of the Government of India. | 
In the case of Dacca and Mymensingh, however, the plausible argument 
as to necessity for unity in railway administration does not apply. Hence 
other reasons, some of them ingenious, others puerile, have been brought 
forward in favour of the change. It has been said that Chit g is the natural 
maritime outlet of Dacca and Mymensingh and it is easier of reach than 
Calcutta, which is. separated from these districts by “ numerous intervenin; 
rivers.” Has Government forgotten that there is a river, and a pretty broa 
river too, separating Narainganj from Chandpur? On the other hand, the 


distance between Dacca and Calcutta (which is not too great) might be much 


lessened by the construction of a line from Dacca to Manikganj. In that case, 
Calcutta might be brought within about 10 hours’ journey from Dacca and 
there would be no necessity for disturbing existing 
surely such an arrangement would be much more satisfactory than the one 
favoured by the Government. 


It is therefore clear that it is the fine revenue yielded by Dacca and 


Mymensingh that is sought to the utilized for the aggrandizement of the port 


of Chittagong and the said railway. It is a matter which we cannot contem- | 


plate without great alarm. We know the lamentable conditions of the village 
roads, the want of good drinking-water in many villages, the insanitary condi- 
tions under which people have to live both in the town and in the villages, the 
thousand other disadvantages under which. we have to labour, and that simply 
owing to sufficient money not forthcoming to remove them. We know, 
moreover, that owing to the same causes, educational and industrial matters do 
not receive from the Government that d of attention to which they are 
justly entitled. And all these drawbacks we are subject to under a wealthy 
and enlightened administration like that of Bengal, which has no new ports 
to make, no Port Trusts and railways to bolster up, ne tea industries to save 
from decay, and no oil and coal enterprises to foster by concessions and 
guarantees. Placed under the Assam Administration, we shall be denied even 
the small mercies which we now get from our present Government, and we 
shall be subjected to the merciless exactions of grasping European advén- 
turers. Our revenue and cessés of all kinds will be diverted more and more 
from their legitimate objects to the furthering of these enterprises, until we 
shall find ourselves nearly reduced to the level of the non-regulation * yl 
tion with whom we are going to be amalgamated, ‘and our affinity with them 
will become a reality instead of an official illusion. It will be impossible for 
— Dacca and Mymensingh and Chittagong to resist the power of the 
uropean traders who will continue to remain, as they are at present, all- 
powerful in the new adminstration. | 
We shall. have no Legislative Council, we shall be deprived of the 
cherished privilege of electing members to represent our interest and to take 
art in budget discussions. We khow what wholesome effects are produced 


Y budget discussions, how in the past elected non-official members have 


brought to light glaring acts of official partiahty and breach of faith: Under 
the new administration, the revenue administration and expenditure alike 
will be safe From public scrutiny and the fierce light of criticism, and the 

uropean adventurers will be free to have the policy of the Government 


* 
‘ 


directed to the accomplishment of their own objects, without paying the least 
attention to the educational, sanitary and other needs of these districts. ) 


arrangements. And 
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and inoffensive as it is 


HITAVANTA. 
Jan, 17th, 1904. 


Dacca GAZBTTR, 
Jan. 18th; 1904. 
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30. The Barisal Hitaishé ( Barisal} of the 16th January, in a long article, 
dwells upon the disastrons effect which the proposed 

Tho tometer question. transfer of East Bengal to Assam, if carried out, 
must produce. In this matter there is no means of ascertaining the real 
motive of Government. Yet Lord Curzon does not like to see people impute 
bad: motives to the rulers for their actions. True, the English ralers of India 
consider themselves so powerful that they can make any law they please 
in utter di of the united opposition, not only of Bengal, but of the 
whole of India. Government firmly believe that they can stop the opposition 
force at any moment. But we do not think so. If we are let alone and 
wed to remain in our present condition, we shall very likely forget all 
present vigorous agitation, but if, against our will, we are placed 


a 
about the 


under a new and bad administration, we shall be obliged to think. with 


sorrow of the change almost every moment, So, everybody will be driven 
to think of the means that should be adopted to induce Government to listen 
to our words. Will any man in his senses goad to despair the pet cat, docile 
by nature, having previously placed it in a closed room ? 
In no European country could such a proposal have been made against 
the unanimous opposition of the people. Are the people of India to be wantonly 
goaded like cats and dogs because they are not as powerful as the Europeans ? 
No well-wisher of the Government will give them such advice. : 
31. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 17th January is sorry that a circular 
mm has been issued in the Foreign Department of the 
Departmnsk. Government of India prohibiting the promotion of 
native clerks to posts carrying a pay higher than 
Rs. 150 a month. When such posts fall vacant, European and — boys 
are appointed to them in supersession of the claims of old and experienced native 
clerks. This is very bad and will make a very bad record in the history 
of the British Empire in India. Lord Curzon ought to take notice of the 
circular. it 
32. The Dacca Gazette of tlie 18th January observes:— | 
8 a The question of the increase of population in 
or Bengal can never be an argument in favour of the 
roposed transfer. The population in England is gradually increasing, 
but was there ever a 2 for territorial redistribution on that account? 
The argument that the Lieutenant-Governor has no time to closely look into 
the administration of the province is so groundless and childish that it can 
never be le to any reasonable man. The British Government is 
civilized, just, and sympathetic. But we are mortified to think that the 
hobbies and whims of individual officers of Government often plunge the 
country into depths of misery, The authorities ought to know that we can 
only give vent to loud wailings and outcries, and if these do not move the 
sympathetic heart of Lord Curzon, we do not know what will, Mr. Risley’s 


i Ma can never be regarded as sound. They contradict one another. 


8 proud of their civilization as they are, ought to be ashamed of 
such weak and worthless arguments. To destroy the mental peace of millions 
of innocent people merely for the purpose of providing a few Civilians with 
appointments can never be indicative of political insight. It is impossible to 
ignore this gigantic agitation and to treat it as merely sentimental. fs 
83. The same paper has the following in its English columns:— 


The proposed territorial It is a significant fact and one which Govern- 
— ment should take note of, that the zamindars of 


Eastern Bengal, who, as a rule, are less moved by abstract political ideas than 
the middle class gentry, have made pre fei vik te latter in the 
present movement. This is as it should be. It is impossible to exaggerate 
the extent of the injury that will be caused to the landed interests by the 
proposed change. Some of the officials in India have never yet ceased 
to repent of the supposed folly of granting the Permanent Settlement to 
the zamindars of Bengal. The fixity of the revenue was guaranteed by 
pledges so solemn and by terms so unequivocal that any direct breach 
of the terms of the Settlement has always been found to be impos- 
sible, hence means have been found for committing indirect breaches 
of the pledge. We need not enumerate here the various cesses and 

N 3 : 
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es that have been imposed upon the —_— and other land-holiess 
— which the staunchest apologists of the Government are unable to 
defend from the charge of constituting breaches of promise; we shal 
only satisfy ourselves with. remarking that if measures like these can be 
undertaken and carried by the enlightened Governments of India and 
in the teeth of SRG pee ere te ee eee oe 
impositions as soon as they are placed under a Government in which ‘the 
interests of tea-plantere and miners are bound to predominate. We have 
already remarked that the revenue of Dacca and Mymensingh will ) 
to cover the deficiency in the revenue of Assam, which is even ‘now 
totally inadequate for its present needs. With the commencement of the new 
era of exploitation and speculation, the financial difficulties of Assam proper 
are sure to steadily increase and means will have to be found for removing 
them. The newly added provinces will offer a virgin field for the —＋ 
and legislating ingenuity of the Assam administrators and the process o 
fleecing will go on until the prosperity of the zamindars, so long an eye-sore 
to the officials, will become a thing of the 2 | 
It would be strange indeed if, with this prospect before them, the 
gamindars remained silent and apathetic, We are glad to see that all the 
zamindars of Dacca and Mymensingh without exception are realizing the 
gravity of the situation. From the richest Reis to the poorest raiyat, overy 
one is oppesed to the transfer of Dacca and Mymensingh to Assam. It may 
thus be said without any fear of contradiction that Mr. Risley’s proposal has 
not a single supporter in this part of the country. : 
The members of the self. contained and independent service” will find 
it a work of great difficulty to grasp and master the complexities in the land 
tenure system of Bengal. They will naturally try to cut the Gordian knot 
by simplifying them as much as possible. Indeed, one of the objects of the 
Govetmnanh of India appears to be to apply a process of simplification to the 
administrative system hitherto prevalent here. The new Administration will 


2 


welcome with delight any proposal for applying the process in every one of 


its branches, especially in the administration of criminal justice. When 
once these heterogeneous districts have been joined together, there is sure 
to arise among the officials a for uniformity. It will take generations yet 
for the people of benighted Assam to rise to our_level, and the officials will 
neither have the desire to bring about such a happy change nor the patience 
to wait until the people themselves work out their destiny. Uniformity and 
homogeneity will be attempted to be secured by the slow and steady degrada- 
tion of the new districts to the level of Assam. We know that politically, 
socially, intellectually and in other respects that will be little short of death to 
the people of these districts. 

34. The same paper contains accounts of protest meetings held ata 

Protest meetings. large number of places. 


35. The Charu Mihir LBymecsing? | of the 18th Janua f ee a 1 
a account of the protest meeting held at Mymensin 

nm “aa. vaee e under r up of the 
Maharaja of Mymensingh. 
is 14 The same paper has the following in 
nglish:— — 
The cry in every department of the State is that the working staffs are 
hardworked andlill-paid, and there is no money to undertake any useful reform. 
If this is the case in the rich Province of Bengal, how much more so must it be 
in the poor administration of Assam? The addition of the two divisions of 
Dacca and Chittagong cannot possibly place it on a par with Bengal us regards 
financial prosperity. ‘The most important departments of administrations with 
which the people are concerned are the Judicial, Police, and Educational. In 
each of these departments: Bengal is immensely superior to Assam, and the 
advantages of this superiority are enjoyed by the, Dacca Division in common 
with the rest of Bengal. Being cut off Sonn Bengal and yoked to Assam, it 
will lose all these advantages and suffer deterioration inevitable under a poor 
administration and all its future progress must be indefinitely suspended. 

We are assured in the vaguest possible language that we shall be benefited 
by the change, but we want facts and figures, and not vague assurances, as to 


An appeal. 
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how we edn: possibly be benefited. Until such facts and figures ars placed 


upon us to acquiesce in its proposal. All that we at present know is tha 
Bona | 1 7 most advanced and Assam the most backward provinde * 


0 


before us for consideration and discussion, Government has no 


whole of India, that the administration of Bengal is more enlightened: and 
late 
and are strangers to Assam in all these respeots and shall for ever rem 


right 10 call 


pular and its services are more efficient than those of Assam, that we form an 
gral part of Bengal Proper in law, language, manners, customs, and religion, 
un 30 


except in Law; and that a political division of the Bengali-speaking rate mum 
necessarily weaken their strength and retard their future progress. Let the 
Government show by positive and definite statements how it is going to give 
us a better police, better education, and better justice, how it proposes to thake 
the Assam Administration more popular and enlightened, and in what definite 
respects we shall gain more than we are certain to lose by our severance - from 
our mother-province and our fellow-brethren of the same race, language, and 


religion. Let Government give us time to consider such statements and say 


our say, and then decide whether our alarm is unreasonable and our agitations 
artificial. If Government withholds proper information from us, it has no 


right to accuse us of agitating on insufficient grounds. 


In the Bengal Administration Report of 1901-02, we find it stated that “ in 


1874, it having been found that the charge of the province of Assam formed an 


inconvenient addition to the heavy work arising from the administration of 


Bengal, with which it had little. in common, it was resolved to carry out a change 
which had been proposed some year, previously.“ The Italics are ours. How, 


in the face of this admission, Mr. Risley was able to find out homogeneity 
between Dacca, Mymensingh, and Assam, it passes our comprehension. When 
Assam was to be separated from Bengal, it had nothing in common; and now 


\ 


again, when an integral part of Bengal is sought to be attached to Assam, it has 


everything in common. And yet it is the people who oppose that ate 
unreasonable! 5 8 

There are several Parliamentary statutes and notably 24 and 25 Vic., C 
106, authorising the Governor-General in Council to alter the boundaries of 
any Province, subject to the sanction of the Crown and to the proviso that the 
laws in force in the tract involved in the alteration shall continue in force until 
superseded by other laws. But Act XIV of 1874, making the whole of the 
Assam Chief Commissionership a scheduled district, raises a difficulty in the 
operation of the above Victorian statute; for the Act provides that only such 
laws shall have force in a scheduled district as the Local Government by 


notification chooses to declare to be in force therein. Possibly the difficult 


may be avoided by a notification by the Chief Commissioner that our laws will 


\ 


remain intact. But will they remain so by virtue of the Parliamentary statute 
or by virtue of the notification? It is a question for the lawyers to answer. 
One thing is certain that under Act XIV of 1874, which will apply to us, the 
Chief Commissioner will have a free hand in future in declaring any statute to 
have force upon us, which may have been enacted in any part of India, and 
that without any previous publicity or opportunity of public discussion. In the 
case of Sylhet and Cachar, the ground for the Chief Commissioner’s exercise of 
unlimited authority was further cleared by getting the Secretary of State to 
declare the 33 Vic., C3 to be applicable to them, whereby the Chief Commissioner 
was authorised to propose drafts of Regulations for the approval of the Gover- 
nor-General in Council. Who knows that in time we shall not have as 
enlightened and popular an administration as Sylhet and Cachar have got, 

ecially‘as we have been assured that those two districts are blessing the 
Joverument for the paternal rule they are getting from the Chief Commis- 
sioner. | | 

Let not the people cease to agitate, if they value a political privilege. 
Let them not be deluded by vague 8 and N 3 
Let them continue to struggle constitutionally but determinately for the love 
of their mother-land, and let the Government. know that if they are to tear 
asunder a struggling people from their mother-province and brethren in blood, 


it must be only by the strong hand of power and not with: their willing 
acqulescence. ae. i 55 


\ 


6 ) 


. There is a rumour, says the Burdwdn ‘Sanjivant' [Burdwan] of the 
37 19th January, that Asansol will be converted into 
“ Asansol to be made the head: a new district, It is believed that Govertiment 
quitters of anew district, =, y thinking over the question and may und 
day make the startling proclamation in the Gazette that Asansol is made a new 
district! It cannot be oo . no io people go te 
Every arrangement is indeed complete for such a change. There 
confidence 2 The roads are all well-constructed; and à circuit- 


- icipality at Asansol: 
Aer 80 Goon built. It remains now for the District Judge and the 


iatrict Magistrate to go there, If East Bengal is really transferred to Assam 
1 cakes in the district jurisdictions of Bengal is inevitable. es 


writes that thé proposal regarding the transfer | 
East Bengal to Assam is assuming fuller and more 
distinct proportions every day. If Government is 
— determined to effect the transfer, still it will be 
impossible to ignore the loud protests of the influential men of East Bengal. 
It is believed that, should the tranfer take place, the Bengal and Assamese 
languages will in course of time become thoroughly blended together ; Bengali 
will then be the language of the whole province, and Assam will lose its 
identity. A more extended Bengal and a more 1 Bengali nation will 
come into existence. Inscrutable are the ways of Providence! 


88, The same paper 
The proposed transfer of East 


39. The Charu Mihir 0 ymensingh] of the 19th January has the 
An open letter. following in English :— | 


AN OPEN LETTER TO W. B. THOMSN, Ed., I. C. s., Distaicr Magisrrats, - 


: : MYMENSINGH, : 
Bir,— After the great mass meeting of Sande! last, you will probably 
artition 


entertain no doubt as to the feeling of the people towards the 


proposal uf Government. THe meeting, however, in which every possible 


precaution had been taken by its organisers against display of passion in 
conduct and language, did not represent a tenth part of the real feeling of the 
people high and low against the proposal. After the mass meeting, another 
meeting was held, chiefly composed of the delegates that had come from 
different parts of the district. A large number of them were village patwaris 
and substantial cultivators, and none of thé big landlords was present there to 


restrain their freedom of thought and speech. The meeting was unnoticed by 


the general public and was unpretentious in nature. It was meant not for 
show but for business. But when the delegates opened their hearts to one 
another, many of them burst into tears and cried like children. Nothing 
oppressed their minds so much as the thought that Government affected to 
ignore the sentiments of so many millions of its loyal and loving subjects. j 


Bunswan Savsivast, 


Jan. 19th, 1904, 


of BUnbwan Sa NIV RI. 


C nanu Mui, 
Jan, 19th, 1904. 


No, Sir, we are still confident that Government will in the end respect 


our sentiments, even if it has to sacrifice some supposed advantages, The 
feeling manifested during this agitation has a political significance which 
should not be lightly ignored. It shews an abiding loyalty of the people 
towards the Government under which they have been reared and brought up 
and with which they associate all their past development and future progress. 
It shews their fond attachment to the few privileges they have been enjoying 
under the Local Government, however insignificant and inconsequential they 
may appear to Englishmen enjoying an abundance of them in their own 
country and India. It shews how much they value the unity of race, 
guage, and sentiment that has grown up under a common Government an 


the light of public opinion ceaselessly beating over the administration of their 


mother-province. The feeling of loyalty of the people towards the Local 
Government is the basis of their higher Jo alty to the Supreme Government 
and the Crown, and should not be disturbed in a light mood. It rends their 
hearts to think that after all they have done to make Bengal what it is and to 
deserve the regard of their rulers, their own Governor should now seek to get 
tid of them as an inconvenient burden, or that the Supreme Government 
should kick thém out like an inanimate mass from one Government to another. 
It will take them years, if it be possible for them at all, to reconcile them to 


\ | N \ 
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another administration and to.build up in their hearts 6 loving and loyal 


— „Sir, thankfal to the Government for its anxiety to soothe our 
feeling by : romising to us as good an administration as that of our mother- 
7 svernment seems now to recognise that our objection to ita 


3 is not unreasonable as was at first supposed, and that the loss of a 
1 Legislative Council and of an efficient. public service—educational 


and inistrative—is a grievance too real and substantial to be (bs ored. 
Various remedies have been to remove their grievance, But even 


supposing this grievance can be removed, of which we entertain serious doubt 
till Government tells us by facts and figures how it can be remedied, still there 
will remain the grievance of separation from their brethren in language and 
from the centre of civilization; so far as the people have any hand in- improving 
an administration and making it enlightened and popular we shall have to begin 
our task anew. It seems the tie of race and language is even stronger than 
the political tie. An instance of this is furnished by the exultation with which 
the entire Uriya-speaking population hailed the proposal ot the Government 
of uniting them under one administration. There are innumerable practical 
advantages, better felt than described, which arise out of their tie, and which 
must be lost to us by the proposed severance, | 
We have been pressed with the advisability of putting forth euggestions, 
instead of simply urging objections. We humbly submit it will be suicidal for 
us to do so. Any suggestion we put forth will be to a great extent uninformed 
and uninstructed and, as such, will be liable to be easily refuted by the 
authorities. On the other hand, we believe that our able and distinguished rulers 
who have in the past achieved wonders can, if they choose, easily devise some 
other method of improving the Assam Administration and making it as 
vigorous and . as the North-Western, the Punjab or Central 
Provinces, than the cutting off of any important limb of Bengal. If Government 
will kindly remember the old days of the East India Company, it has a heavy 
debt to pay to Eastern Bengal, and especially to Dacca, whose trade it ruined and 
annihilated, and let it not now deprive its people of what wreck it saved out of 
that ruin and what retrievement it made during the last century. 
Bok 40. The same paper contains accounts of protest meetings held at a large 
ano unn ° 
Protest. meetings. number of different places. 


Sansivawt 41, A correspondent writes to the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 21st January 

2 W that a representative mass meeting was held at 

'  Chhota Basalia in the Tangail subdivision to 

protest against the proposed transfer of East Bengal to Assam. Mr. Hafizuddin 

said at the meeting: We are more afraid to be transferred to Assam than 

to be blown away from the cannon’s mouth. Let the Governor-General spare 
us the misfortune by first blowing us away from the cannon’s mouth.” 


5 42. The same paper contains accounts of pro- 

| Cassa nnn test meetings held at 51 different places. 
. 43. The same paper says that the proposed transfer would bring about 
eae 8 a deterioration of education in the transferred 


b districts, because they would lose the benefit of such 
high class colleges as the Presidency College, the Medical College, the Sibpur 
Engineering College, the Bethune College, the Veterinary Institution, and 
the Sanskrit College; the privilege of attending lectures by such illustrious 
Professors as Dr. J. C. Bose, Dr. P. C. Roy, Mr. S. C. Mahalanabis, 
Mr. Percival, and Dr. Cullis; the benefit of a large number of valuable scholar- 
ships, medals and prizes, such as the Mohsin scholarship, the Research scholar- 
ships, the Padmabati medal, the Harischandra prize, etc. Assam would, in spite 
of its proposed acquisitions, remain too poor to be able to make such large 

expenses for education. 3 
Bravapt, | 44. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd January is grieved to learn that 
N * N Government has not yet given up the idea of 
pane proposed pilgrim tax at levying a tax on the pilgrims at Puri. People g° 
oe 8 to the place with a view to the earning of puny4 
(religious merit), and somehow provide themselves with the bare expense of 
| the journey by und ergoing the greatest privations. Is it not, therefore, cruel 
and tyrannical to realize such an unjust tax from them? Already there is 


ee 


(. 218.) 


the lodging-house tax at Puri which the pilgrims are.compelled to pay. Will 
not this additional tax, this imposition of the ji#:a, be the worst kind of ulm 
upon them ? Will not the authorities take pity on the poor Puri * ims ? 
45. A correspondent: from .Anandapur, à village near. ra in 
a a the 24-Parganas district, writes to the Hitavadi 
Artillery practice by solciers. . [Caloutta] of the 22nd January that the artillery 
practice b soldiers for two er three days every year in January at a place 
called Haltu-laskar- ite, which is about two miles from the above village, 
causes great trouble and inconvenience to the villagers: The villagers are 
compelled to leave their houses at three in the morning with their families 
and cattle, and pass the whole day in the open fields exposed to the cold and 
the sun, and are allowed to return to their houses in the evening. This inflicts 
great suffering upon them, Persons suffering from disease, the dying, women 
about to be confined or those recently delivered, the old and the young—all 
must leave the village. The police constables enter into their houses to see 
if there is anyone lying concealed in them. If there is any marriage, sradh 
or puja ceremony to be performed on one of the days during which these 
shooting exercises are to take place, such ceremony must be abandoned. Is 
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there no remedy for all these troubles? Lord Curzon, it is to be hoped, will 


be pleased to take notice of the matter. 
46, The same paper writes as follows: 2 | 
Mr. J. P. Yakchee, the Superintendent in the 
Mr. J. 4 W 82 Board of Revenue, Calcutta, has, by his strange 
Berenne, L. Ff. conduct, made the lives of the clerks in the Reve- 
nue Board office miserable. This Mr. Yakchee 
first entered that office in 1868 as a copyist. After this his promotion was 
rapid, till in 1899 he became Superintendent on Rs. 700 per month. We do 
not wish to say anything about his acquirements and abilities, or how he was 
regarded by some of the Secretaries, or what a favourite(?) he was of 
Mr. Geogeghan. The duties he has now to perform in the office, though many, 
are not such as to require much time. Yet Mr. Yakchee has got a clerk to 
open letters for him, and thus makes time to enjoy his pipe and read news- 
papers. He remains in the office up to 6-30 P.M. and detains the clerks and 
the copyists up to that hour, although under the existing practice the office 
closes at 4-30 P.M. He displays great enthusiasm in heaping too much work 
upon the clerks, in thwarting them when they apply for leave, in disallowing 
their pay when they are absent for 4 day or two, and in other matters of like 
nature. When a clerk happens to complain to the Secretaries against such ill- 
treatment, his petition is not forwarded. Orders passed by Government are 
kept secret from the clerks. But it is the copyists who are the worst victims 
of his tyranny. Mr. Smith, a Eurasian clerk in the Bengal Secretariat office, 
has recently been transferred' to the Revenue Board. Mr, Yakchee takes 
great pleasure in conversing with this man, and the greater portion of his 
time is spent in talking with him. ) 


HITAvaDI. 


Under Government orders, a fee of five rupees is realised for each opium 


pass that is granted after 2 P. u. on Saturday and after 4 P. u. on other week 


days. Now Mr. Yakchee has all along realized these fees, but bas not credited 
them to Goyernment, nor has kept any account of them. This matter has 
attracted the notice of the authorities. Government has ordered that 
Mr. Yakchee and the clerks guilty of misappropriating the money, should 
suffer a monthly deduction of Rs. 25 from their pay until the whole amount 
is paid up. This arrangement will no doubt save Government from loss. But 
will it be proper, after this, to allow Mr. Yakchee to continue as Superintendent 
in the office of the Board of Revenue: 5 

47. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 22nd January says that if 

The wenne questic Lord Curzon and Sir Andrew Fraser make local 

* oengquiries and personally explain the transfer 
question to the inhabitants of the distriots concerned, then none will have any 
cause for complaint in the matter. The entire native press in Bengal is boiling 
over the question. Columns of telegrams are being published every day. Our 
rulers are traders, and at this time when the telegraphic rates have been 
r educed, es 4 are raising a pretty amount of revenue through the transfer 
agitation. We are tempted, says the writer, to laugh at the sight. To quarrel 
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with one’s rulers! Subject people are always ready, nay, too ready, to talk 
politics to which they have no claim. What is the use of doing that ? Need — 
make ourselves more clear ? STO Te e 
48. Al Punch [ Bankipore] of the 28rd Jan supports the proposal f 
i 0 5 2 Maa of «portions of Bengal to other 3 
dhe, Proposed territorial redis-. trations. The Lieutenant- Governorship of Ben 
W as at present constituted, is too big a charge for 


such as those 
be transferred 
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49. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd January asks whether Govern- 
ment has now come to realise that not a single 
person in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa is in favour of 
the proposed dismemberment of Bengal. In East Ben all men from the 
highest to the lowest have opposed the proposal, The editor, as the spokesman 
of Calcutta, the 24-Parganas, Hooghly, Nadia and other districts, deprecates 
the proposal and remarks that Dacca, Mymensingh and Chittagong are indis- 
2 united with the above-named districts. 


50. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 25th January has the following in 
its English columns :— 


The transfer question. 


The proposed territorial changes. 


Sir,— Would it interest you to learn the views of a native of Sylhet on the 
partition of your Presidency? My district has been held up to you as an 
agreeable precedent, and the Viceroy has been kind enough to assure you that 
we would not like to go back to Bengal, even if we had been offered the choice, 
Well, the Government knows our mind better than we do. Else how does it 
govern the country for the country’s sake in defiance to the loudest voice of the 
country? The Universities Bill is a good thing for the country in spite of your 
Gokhales and others. The Official Secrets Bill is also good for the N in 
spite of the unanimous opposition of the Anglo-Indian and the Native Press. 
Why? The Government says, you don't understand your mind 


Now, let me tell you our mind on the partition question. We shall be very 
glad to have you with us. For we are with you in all matters except the 
administration — we are akin to you in matters of religion, language, customs, 
and manners. Indeed, some parts of Dacca, Mymensingh and Tippera are 80 
closely allied to us that it is strange that we live under administrations s0 
widely apart. Sylhet formed a part of the Dacca Division until 1874, when it 
was annexed to the Chief Commissionership of Assam. It may be news to many 
of you to learn that a considerable portion of this district was decennially 
settled as part of the Dacca district. Tracing further back, we find that in the 
Mogul times the three important parganas of Sarail, Taraf, and Joainshai, now 
parts of the three districts of Tippera, Sylhet, and Mymensingh respectively, 
Were comprised in Sircar Sylhet. But these are matters of history. ; 

It is for these reasons that I say that we shall be glad to have you back 
with us. But if the result should be to reduce you to the condition to which 

we have been brought, I would ask you to agitate and agitate until the Govern- 
ment sees its way to abandon the scheme. | : 


Lou have no idea as to what a non- regulation province means, You speak 
of the loss of the Board of Revenue and of the right of representation in the 
Council as the principal drawbacks. But these are matters of detail which 
logically flow from the policy of such an administration. We have at the head 
an autocrat with almost unlimited powers. He is assisted by Secretaries, by no 
means the finest types of Civilians. They. are called upon to deal with 
conditions which have hardly any analogy in any advanced province, and for 
| which the Imperial Government cannot expected to, make any rules, For 

instance, you have Akas, Kookies, Nagas, Khasias, Du ſlas, Lushais, and a variety 
of others. They haye to be dealt with as circumstances appear to justify. 
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They are primitive people with strange conditions of life. The Chief Commis- 
sioner administers justice to them as the de facto head of these tribes. Then 

ou have got the Assame e who are so far removed from you as to ‘Object to he 
called Babus and are styled by themselves and by the Government as Sreejuée. 
The Alas, etc., constitute the population of the Hill Districts, while the Sreejuts 
cover the entire Assam valley. As for Cachar, it bears more affinity to Assam 


Proper than to Sylhet. ‘Thus you find that the Chief Commissioner has to 


deal with conditions of life so far removed from yours that to link you with 
them is to transport you into a semi-civilised region. The mind of a Chief of 
such a province must be steeped in ideas which must necessarily run counter to 
the trad ition of your civilised life. The consequence ‘is that we are here all 
governed by executive rules. Power has been taken for the Chief Commis- 
sioner to make rules for all manners of things, and he is making and unmaking 
them to the utter confusion of those who have to do with them. 


When Sylhet was annexed to Assam, we had the assurance that our laws 
would remain unaltered. I do not for a moment doubt that it was honestly 
given, The successors of Lord Northbrook did not feel bound to respect the 
assurance in its integrity. For, our laws have been so altered in some very 
important matters that one can hardly make out that you and I were once 
under the same administration. Regulation I of 1886, the production of a 
legal luminary, who once shone in Burma and subsequently in the Assam valley, 
affords the best evidence. I shall not take you through the wearisome details. 
All 1 need tell you is that we protested and protested, but our protests were 
nowhere. There was a strong agitation backed by the late Kistodas Pal, but 
all to no avail. We had to fall in line with a non-regulation Province, and 
we have in a manner got used to it. Looe | 


51. The same paper publishes accounts of protest meetings held at the 


Protest meetinys. following places ° a 


Sarisabarhi_... 
Lohaj ang f 


| , January 10th. 
Muktagachha..,, 


Narayandahar : 0 January 1 Ith. 
Netrakona bes 80 122 
Comilla sis „ e . January 12th. 
Maunikganj 5 ae om 
Noakhali __... „ ave 1605 | January 1 Ith. 
Singair ae cae ose oe. | 
Madaripur ... 5 . January 12th. 
aoe a oe ae - ... January Lith 
earpur ae ae ae ape 
Senkrail waa oe et * January 12th. 
Kasba ee ag ee January 11th. 
‘Chandpur... ga 5 „ January 10th. 
Pr f ae es oe * January 12th. 
amurki 5 iS oe ae ona , , 
Serail 85 si January Lith. 
Mywmensingh ... 1 noe * i 
Kathiadi ve ion al | January 12th. 
Bajitpur eee ee ee 
Netrakona „ 9 oe or 125 
 Kishorgany) .... 5 204 oes January 11th. 
33 1 eae ode. | eee J . 5 Oth. | 
one ae aes aes * January 12th. 
anik voce eee ove oot f Pw : 
ia 5 January 1 Ich. 
Mymensingh ... oo: . ... January 10th. — 
dpur eee eee r aoe} | ) ) 
Kishorganj ... oa 6 oe January 14th. 
Mymensingh ... oe an „ } 
Kishorganj eee eae ee a ee January 13th. | 
Subarnakhali... ves iis ag aa 1 
Chandpur | soe ae eee ä baie eee | January 100. 
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Kishorganj bade | eee 1 eee 5 : eee January 18th. ibe + 
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., January 14th, 
. January 13th. 
g January 14th. 
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January 18th. 


Brahmanbaria 
Serpur 
Jamurki 
Nandina 
Elashin 
Atharabari 5 

Ditto . om . peanuary 14th, 
Kalihati 8 
Atharabari 
Gangail 5 
Netrakona 
Panchrukhi wa : 


January 1é&th. 
ey | January 14th. 


January 15th. 


my | 
28 anuary 16th. 
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52. The issue of the Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 28th January is 


almost entirely devoted to the transfer question, 
5 and contains the following matters: 


(1) A prayer to Dhakeswari, the tutelary goddess of Dacca, begging of 
her to save the Dacca people from the impending calamity. 

(2) An account of the protest meeting held by the, members of the 

| British Indian Association. 3 | 
(3) The Barisal people’s representation to the Government and the 
editor’s comments on it. ope : 

(4) An account of a monster protest meeting held in Mymensingh town 

under the Presidentship of the Maharaja of M 


nsingh. — 
(5 Accounts of protest meetings held at 35 different places in . 


III.—LXxOISLATION. 


8 53. The Rangalay' [Calcutta] of the 24th January writes as follows:— 


Jan, 24tb, 1904. : Government is not probably aware of the fact 
3 * that in India there is a more potent agency for the 


dissemination of news than printed N and 
that is popular gossip. Can Government stop, by legislation, the verbal 


date w- ion of news? Printed newspapers do not give publicity to 
one-fourth the amount of news that spreads among the people by word 


of mouth. 


The of the Official Secrets Bill will make the people set a greater 
value and:place greater reliance on verbal news than they do now. Verbal 
news will also exercise a more powerful influence on them. In the present case, 
Government’s action must be characterised as the result of a ‘policy which is 

,lax and rigorous at one and the same time. The Bill is, no doubt, intended 
to put a,stop to false alarms and to the publication of matter which may 
-, discredit the Government in the eyes of the people. But we make bold to say — 
71 ‘ ' 
| ! | 
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that that object will not be gained by the Bill. The Bill, if passed, will do more 
harm than good to the Gevernment. | 3 Seer 

The illiterate masses of not asingle Province of India cherish a jot of loyalty 
forthe English Government. They lend a credulous ear to everything they 
hear against the Government. Amon the educated classes, too, the majority 
are not loyal tothe English. No ndian community, in fact, possesses that 
kind of loyalty which is called rdjbhakti in the Hindu Saséras. On the con- 
trary, there exists a strong and hidden undercurrent of disaffection. Under 
the circumstances, to gag our mouth and to hold back our quills will only be 
to help the silent spread of the —— fire through every part of the com- 
munity. Such a state of things will not be good for the foreign English rulers 


VI.—MisceLLanbous. 


54, The Bias [ Barisal] of the 19th January says that on the 16th January 

last, Mr. Beatson 
Backergunge, gave a slap to Keshab Babu, the 
parcel clerk attached to the Barisal steamer office. 
Keshab Babu desired to criminally proceed against Mr. Bell, but the warni 
of his masters to the effect that in that case he would most probably be 
dismissed from service has pacified him. 


55. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
2 20th January writes as follows :— 


Mr. Beatson Bell slapping a 
steamer clerk. 


The — vou! of self- 
reliance among Indians. : ga 
me coming to look to Government for aid in even the 


most ordinary concerns of life and are thus tiring out its patience by reasonable 
or unreasonable importunities in season and out of season, While this want 
of self-reliance may, on the one hand, lead Government to take us for the most 
worthless creatures, it may, on the other, reduce the national vitality to the 
lowest ebb, . ae | 
Brothers among us, for instance, are quarrelling and seeking the aid of 
law-courts te settle their dispute. This has led to so enormous an increase in 
the number of law-suite as to sorely try the patience of Munsifs, Magistrates, and 
even High Court Judges, so much so, indeed, that the last cluss of officers 
have taken to rejecting appeals summarily on technical grounds. By this 
we gain nothing but disappointment, loss of money, increasing ill-feeling, 
and loss of national vitality, and we naturally cry out against the laws made 
by Government as defective and injurious to our interests, | 
Nov, our rulers are foreigners who know nothing of the ways and habits 
of the country, and are not prepared to accept our explanations of those matters. 


In framing laws they have, besides, to consult their own interests. We raise 


a plaintive cry agaiust those laws, but Government does not often listen to that 
ery of its poor, helpless, and loyal subjects. Most probably that cry does not 
reach its ears at all. This is neither strange nor unnatural under a foreign 
Government. : : . : ae 
But could we not, if we chose, avoid this loss, grief, and mortification ? 
Could we not case importuning the paternal Government in these matters, and 
take care to keep at a respectful distance from it, looking to ourselves for the 
supply of our own wants? Suppose two brothers among us have a quarrel. 
Why should they ask the assistance of alaw-court for the settlement of the 
dispute if they are convinced that Government has not yet had time to 
thoroughly grasp our law of inheritance, and that justice is therefore not 
to be looked for fram its law or law-courts? Why should they not try to settle 
the dispute amicably between themselves or by reference to a panchayet? 
Take another case, that of the Universities Bill. That measure has created 
2 great sensation in the country. We are representing our grievances to 
Government, but Government is unable to understand our grievances and 
is not also willing to understand them. And yet we are disquieting ourselves 
incessantly about that matter. But what need have we of disquieting ourselves 
80 much about it? Is the number of appointments to which Government 
thinks it fit to appoint holders of University degrees in this country then so 


Day by day we are losing all self-reliance and 
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ell, the District Magistrate of Jan. 19th, 1904. 
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hankering and striving of our youths after and for these appointments.is quite 
amazing to us. : . VVV 
The increasing number of quarrels and law-suita in the country is leading 
our students to turn their thoughts to the acquisition of the B.L. degree in the 
hope of thereby enriching themselves. But is there no better way of enriching 
themselves? * not arts and manufactures even more luerative pursuits than 
legal practice? And have wo no right in the soil of our land that we are 
unable to take to agriculture? 5 
We fully admit that we must be well educated and know the highest 
truths. But what need have we ot geen to a University established by the 
English Government for that knowledge? What value has Shakespear, who is 
full of asuric (demoniac) thoughts, in the country of Valmiki, Vyasa, Bhavavuti 
and Kalidas, or Mill, Martineau, Bain or Spencer compared with Brahma- 
mimansa, Anvikshaki Vidya, and Sankhya and Patanjal, the highest meta- 
physics? Why should we then distress and disquiet ourselves about the 
rigorous character of the Universities Bill? f its provisions appear prejudical to 
our interests, we should secretly bear our sorrow in silence and take to learning 
our indigenous lore. We should revive our ancient 1008, learn the spiritual lore 
of our pious sages, an t lead, like our pious Arayan forefathers, simple, ascetic, 
happy, and inexpensive lives on earth, and thereby also attain beatitude in the 
end. True, it is essential that new careers in hfe should be opened up by the 
study of Western science. But with the amount of Western education that they 
have already received, it is in the power of the people of this country to spread 
by self-reliant efforts a scientific education a thousand times better than what is 
at present imparted by the University, When will God grant the people of 
this country the good sense to act thus ? 
Jrort, 56. The Jyot [Chittagong | — 3 st * rev one praise 
Jan. 2ist, 1904. ae upon Mr. Dixon, the Magistrate of Chittagong, 
* 2 Ms istrict Magi for his sympathy: with the inhabitants of that 
district. He has been collecting the opinions of 
the people regarding the formation of the 8 new province. In 1897 
Chittagong was visited by a devastating ¢yclone and inundation which caused 
a large number of deaths. The corpses lay in heaps. It was during this 
dire calamity that Mr. Dixon eve succour to the distressed and proved a 
saviour to the people of the district, ‘To-day the mind of the people is filled 
with alarm and anxiety and they look upon him as their best friend, firmly 
2828 that he will not fail to do his best to help them in this hour of 
anger. 8 
RutNakaR, 857 The Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 23rd January speaks in high terms 
* ‘ston. the Subdivisions Of Mr. Stinton, the Subdivisional Magistrate of 
Magistrate ef kanigan j Raniganj. Within a very short time he has 
e succeeded in earning the good opinion of the local 
publio. Though a youn man, he possesses a calm and candid disposition 
and considerable judicialtact and acumen. He is one of those typical English- 
men who make the English name res d everywhere, He regularly reads 
the Ratnakar and mixes with people for the purpose of gaining information. 
May he live long and 4 * in life. , te 1 
a ee le 58. The Rangalay [' 2 -o of the 2ith January writes as. oe tn 
Oe, : > We are poor, beeause our rulers: are. foreigners: 
Why in tedia hepaming pork = og. tedden: We are poor, because our rulers: do 
not live in India and want to enrich their own people and their own country 
by carrying on trade in this country. Our arte, industries, and commerce are 
being ruined’ by the competition of English traders; our raw materials are 
going to satisfy the demands of other countries and we are becoming 
poor. pay | | 
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Let us try to make the thing clear, E agland is manufacturing goods at a 
diy cure by: jes do, = agar and is glutting the markets of — 
At + th ose The unfailing supply o e e 


mor eir consamption, and indigenous: arte:and: tries:and those: who 
ply them have — — ” It may be asked where we get the money, poor 
ewe are becoming, to purchase foreign goods, The httlé money that we 
still get is made out of: the sales of the uw materials. which we produce from 
our lands. But that is hardly enougti to feed us. and supply: us with, all the 
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ign goods we require for our daily use. The truth is that the debit side 
Tor — sheet exceeds the eredit sidé and we are, necessarily, becoming 
We have become spendthrifta, it is true, ‘but that is not our 


4 


poorer. „ it i 
fault. : : 5 
own The raw materials, again, which we sell are not sold to forei . 


at their proper price. These merchants have nowadays taken to the artifice 
of advancing dadans to cultivators and taking their 3 when grown, at 
half their market price. This is not only making the cultivators poorer, but 
has deprived the class ef Indians, who made a livelihood by advancing 


money (dadans) to cultivators, of their occupation and means of liveli- 


sae It is true a few Indians, 1 few Marwaris, for instance, are still eme 
sufficient money to become rich, though their number is nothing compared 
with the whole Indian population. But even these few people are not, by 
their earnings, increasing the national wealth. For, their earnings do not 
mean wealth brought in from foreign countries, but the wealth of their own 
country, which lay distributed in many hands, collected into the hands of a 
few individuals. The money, which is earned in this way, is mostly earned 
by helping European merchants in the sale of their foreign goods in the 
country, that is to say, by helping those merchants to drain away the wealth 
of the country and must, therefore, be called ill-gotten gain and a gain, 
which impoverishes, rather than enriches, the country. the European 
merchants, with the help of these Indians, are always holding out temptations 


before the Indian masses so as to induce them to purchase foreign goods and 


are finding them an easy prey. 


The result is that the Indians are duily 
becoming poorer and poorer. | as 


DxꝝNA Papers, aS | 

59. The Samvadvahika [ Balasore} of the 14th January strongly objects 
: to the proposed imposition of the pilgrim-tax at 

Puri, and says that it would be an unnecessary 

interference with the religious rites of the Hindus. 
60. The same paper states that the price of 
rioe is rising at Balasore. | ) 
61. The Utkaldipka [Cuttack] of the loth January states that though 
ten candidates from the Ravenshaw College 
appeared in the last B. L. examination, not one has 
been able to pass the examination. 
matter of great regret. 
— Syed yes ti ho market. gw oe name in 

ttack, and that the proposal of the Municipality 
to found a municipal 2 — at Chowdbati base. 
in the middle of the town is commendable. 
63. The same paper regrets that the charitable dispensary established in 

honour of the King-Emperor’s Coronation at thé 

Lion gate of the temple by the Puri Municipality 18 
going to be transferred elsewhere against the 
ai wishes of the Aang of the Commissioners of that 
Municipality. This is a matter of regret, as the dispensary has worked success- 
fully by treating 10,t69' patients in one year at a cost of Rs. 1,119-12-3. The 


The proposed pilgrim-tax | at 
Puri. | 
The price of rice at Balasore. 


The Ravenshaw College in the 
last B. L. examination. | 


62. The same paper 


The proposed municipal market 
Err 


The proposed transfer of a 
charitable — from Puri 


Munich pes, that the District Magistrate Of Purl and the Chairman of the Puxi 
unicipality will respect | the opinion of tls Furl publis K 7 S Oak 


concerns them most. 


64. The same paper regrets that the results of the last M. A. examina- 
tion, as shown by the 3 College, are not 
what they should, have been. The writer hopes 
65. After giving a short account of the proceedi 
The Congress. | of: Oe Indian National. 
President of that ‘meeting, that the 8 
year after year, and agrees with it in full. 0 
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66. The same er gives a brief summary of the speech, wh; 
Pap . Mr R. C. Dutt delivered in England aa “wating 
Mr. R. C. Dutt's speech on the presided over by Mr. Barrow, and agrees with 
Home charges. Mr. Dutt that only the reduction of the Home 
charges, encouragement of Indian trade and manufacture, and light assessment 
of the land revenue can save India from impending ruin. | | 


Assam PAPERS. 


67. There is no gainsaying the fact, * * the Paridarsak [Sy lhet] of the 

Igth January, that the proposed transfer would 
deprive East Bengal of two things, viz., its interest 
in the Bengal Council and the privilege of trial by jury. The proposed 
enlargement of Assam would do no real good to the province unless accom. 

anied by the creation of a Lieuteuant-Governorship, the establishment of a 

Le Council, and the introduction of the jury system. It is believed 
that if these privileges are promised to the people of East Bengal, the force of 
the present agitation against the proposed transfer will be greatly abated. 

68. Many nasty complaints, says the same paper, have reached it against 
Babu Dakshina Charan Sen, the Extra Assistant 
Commissioner of Habiganj. Enquiries are being 
made about the complaints and the result will be 
: published in time. : 
69. The same paper has the following in English :— 

To us, the people of Sylhet, the agitation that 
is now going on in the eastern districts of Bengal is 
not altogether agreeable. The fact that the people of those districts should 
deliberately say that the bare notion of their transfer to Assam is simply 
unbeurable to them is certainly humiliating. We cannot, however, say that 
this repugnance, sentimental to a large extent though it may be, is entirely 
groundless. This is the penalty we are bound to pay for having been yoked 
to a backward province. We do not consider we were at all inferior to the 

people of the districts of Chittagong, Noakhali, or Tippera when we were 
seceded from Bengal, nor do we think we are so now. Why then should the 
people of these districts also consider it derogatory to be associated in the same 
administration with us? Simply because we belong to the province of Assam 
and we all know what that means. However deeply we may feel the slight, 
it does not behove us to stand aside while all these agitations are going on in the 
sister districts. But we should all try to retrieve our lost ground. And we 
cannot do so uniess we are retransferred to Bengal. The Government of India, 
rightly or wrongly, are of opinion that Bengal is too big a charge to be properly 
managed by a Lieutenant-Governor. Even supposing this to be the case— 
though we are not at allsure of it—we think that the best and the easiest 
solution of the difficulty lies not in applying ruthlessly the arbitrary pruning- 
knife, but by the appointment of a Governor with a Council, The wisdom of 
this suggestion cannot be disputed by Government, as we are glad to find that 
even our Anglo-Indian contemporaries of the Pioneer, the Englishman, the 
Capital have all proposed the same thing. It is probable that in view of the 
very strong feeling excited specially in Dacca and Mymensingh, Government 
will have to drop their proposal of transferring these districts to Assam, and 
will be content with merely annexing Chittagong. Apart from the question of 
our own loss or gain, we venture to think that this tinkering of the problem 
will be of no permanent value to the Province as a whole. We are convinced 
that nothing short of a constitutionul change of the kind proposed above will 


meet the difficulty or will satisfy public opinion, and we trust Government will 
not be slow in recognising it. 
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The Extra Assistant Commis- 
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